CHAPTER VII
AN ESSAY IN CONSERVATISM
CONSERVATIVES would do well to remember that the eclipse of their leader has coincided with the decline of their party. It has not been a fortuitous occurrence, nor has Mr. Baldwin been necessarily the cause. Greater causes than either fate or Mr. Baldwin have been working to reduce the Conservative Party to impotence in the State. The career of the individual has moved into a decline within the limits of its lifetime, within a greater compass of years Conservatism has become a worn-out doctrine. In the high places of public life few men remember for what the old party once stood. Its tenets are considered reactionary. The fact remains that Mr. Baldwin's reputation has waned with a certainty and deliberation of which he himself is scarcely capable. It is necessary to see why his faith, his creed, his purpose in life should have followed his personality through the sear and yellow leaf to the final stage of stark and withered hopelessness.
Not once during the last ten years could Mr. Baldwin have answered the question "Where are you going?" He has known the places to avoid, but not the destiny he has hoped to reach. It has been an uninspiring position. As a result no sensitive or intelligent figure has come forward in the Conservative Party. Some have lingered on because it has been the party of their fathers, others have continued to profess the creed in which they had been brought up. Most enthusiasts have gone to the camps of the enemy or remained aloof. The leader of the party has not disguised
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